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D octvinal within ? “I am aware my hearers, that in venturing religion as much as those who boast of it more. We 

P upon this subject, I step upon ground hitherto con- do believe in a change of heart and character in 

—<——<$—— === sidered sacred. I feel as Eneas did when he was man, as indispensable to his happiness, as much as 





FOR THE CHRISTIAN INTELLIGENCER. 


A SERMON. 
(Continued from our last. ) 


« For even hereunto were ye called ; because Christ 
also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that ye 
ould follow his steps.” —1 Epis. Gen. of Pet. ii. 21. 


Ifthis doctrine were true, the sinner may trans- 
oress at pleasure, and no punishment can legally 
‘sllow him ; for all punishment due for his sins has 
already been borne by a substitute, and he is re- 
leased from the penalty. 


Qur views are not unfrequently called licentious ; 
hut I leave it to the candid of this assembly to say, 
against Whose views this charge may most justly 
lie. 

Our belief is, that no offender will go unpunish- 
ed, that God will reward every man according to 
his works ; the other maintains, that the punish- 
ment due to the guilty has been satisfactorily borne 
by an innocent substitute ; and that the real offen- 
der is absolved from all farther obligations. Now 
ifwe come to matters of fact, we know that Christ 
has not saved us from the punishment due the of- 
fender. This same sentiment maintains that the 
penalty of transgression, denounced by God’s law, 
was death spiritual, death temporal, and death 
eternal; and that Christ bore it all in our stead. 
Why then, I ask, do any suffer spiritual death ? 
Why do any die a natural death ? all which, we 
know, men do suffer. Why will any sufter eternal 
ieath, as it is maintained by the same Divines, that 
some will? “Facts are stubborn things,” and they 
present themselves on all sides to disprove such a 
sentiment. 


It is true we read that “ Christ died for us,” that 
ie was wounded for our transgressions—that he 
was bruised for our sakes, &c. But give this prep- 
osition its proper signification, and it leaves the 
common opinion of these texts, unsupported. He 
died for us, not in our stead ; and if you will per- 
init me to illustrate the idea, giving the preposition 
for” its-due meaning, I shall say that, Washington 
sullered and toiled and bled for America: and had 
ue died in the cause of his country, it might have 
deen Said with perfect propriety, that he died for us. 
'n much the same sense of this word did Christ die 
iorthe world : or, in the language of our text: “He 
‘uffered for us, leaving us an example, that we should 
‘illow hig steps ;’ which brings us to our second 
division, showing what it is to follow Christ. 

-And here, my auditors, we have an inquiry of 
‘ast interest and consequence. An inquiry to an- 
‘wer, Which has employed thousands of lives, and 
— has sent from the press tens of thousands of 
volumes. 


_ To follow Christ is to be religious, and the fol- 
owing him, is religion. Our inquiry then may pre- 
‘ent itself in another form, in substance precisely 
‘ie same : What is religion ; and what is it to be re- 
"gous 2 To satisfy this inquiry, we shall pursue the 
“une Course, and offer the saine apologies for that 


i - . . . . . . 
ge which we did under the former division. 
ANK 


LW e shall state and examine as impartially as 

p ssible, what in modern times has been reputed 

“zion, and what it is to be religious. 

> 

a Shall I dare to step upon the threshold and 
© a faithful survey of the mysterious conclave 


about to enter the gates of Avernus, but without a 
Sybil to conduct me and exhibit the mysteries 
which are before me. 
have been educated in the mechanical habits of 
adopting popular and established opinions, will re- 
volt at the ideas I am about to deliver ; while per- 


broach them.” 


for by the wise and good of former periods, in which 
men will not be deterred in their researches after 
truth by the terror of odious or unpopular names.” 
First then, To be religious is to “ experience re- 


in the scriptures ; it will be necessary for us to give 
some ideas of what is understood by it. To explain 
it, is What never can be done ; for mystery batiles 
explanation. Permit us to remark here that the 
term itself appears to us an injudicious one. For, 
as we before said, religion is the following of Christ, 
and to experience religion, is the same as to say, to 
“experience the following of Christ,” which expres- 
sion, no man who regards the choice of language 
and understands the force of words, would be like- 
ly to make. 

By experiencing religion is understood an in- 
stantaneous, irresistable, supernatural change of 
heart and character. It is produced in the subject 
of it, first, through the influence of fear working 
upon the passions. He sees or thinks he sees his 
dangerous situation. He reflects that he is a switt 
traveller to the tremendous bar of an incensed and 
angry God. He feels himself suspended by the 
brittle thread of life over the terrific billow of Al- 
mighty wrath. In this situation, while viewing 
himself as a sinner, infinitely guilty in the sight of 
a holy God, under the extreme influence of tear, 
which in most minds produces a partial disorder of 
the powers of understanding, he is disposed to pray, 
and yet he knows not how. He feels that his 





prayers are an abomination in the sight of God, 


| ‘% 7. . . 
| Suddenly, from an extreme of mental distress, (he 
cannot tell how nor why,) he is transported into an 


extacy of joy. Now he feels to praise God with his 
whole heart ; his benevolence stretches wide and 
wider, until he embraces in the arms of his love 
every creature. 
“* Wide and more wide the o’erflowings of the mind, 
Take every creature in of every kind.” 


He wishes and prays that all might feel like him 
and be saved. He thinks, that he shall always feel 
as he now feels and love all that he now loves. But 
soon this child is put under the tuition of an eccle- 
siastical instructor. He is fed with the creeds and 
doctrines of men, until those arms which could em- 
brace a universe in love, and those prayers which 
could reach the throne of Heaven for all men, are 
taught to embrace and circumscribe a part only of 
mankind ; and in proportion as his love finds limits, 
his hatred stretches, uutil too often, spiritual pride, 
superstition and bigotry take possession of his heart, 
and his religion consists only in party zeal and hol- 
low professions. 

That no one may say, because we have omitted 
the usual recommendations and embelisiiments at- 
tending this description: that we are unfriendly 
to real vital religion, we will remark in this place, 
once for all, which we hope you will do us the justice 





to remember, that we believe tn the experimentalily of 


I furesee that people who | 


sons of sense and reading will hear me with can- | and in a part we do not. 
dor, and if they do not adopt them, will commend | 
that boldness of inquiry, that prompted me to character ; nor do we feel to countenance the meth- 
“ T shall not pause to defend my- | ods by which its authors induce it. 
self against the charge of sacrilege in this place ;} that pure religion begets joy and love, and that it 
for the age is at length arrived, so devoutly wished | isinduced and perpetuated by rational instruction 


ligion;” and as this very common term ts not found | 





our neighbors. It is true we differ from them in 
the causes which produce it, and the character 
which it assumes. Wherein we differ, you will be 
informed in due time; when we come to show 


| what is to be understood by following Christ. 


Of the foregoing description we believe in a part, 
We do not believe in the 
causes which produce it; in the violence of its 


We do believe, 


addressed to the understanding and not to the pas- 
sions. All religion which takes its origin in fear, is 
spurious. It is a deception practised upon those 
who have the misfortune to possess it. The soul of 
religion is Love. It must commence in, flow from, 
be perpetuated by, and supported of this, or it is an 
abomination in the sight of God. “In all fear there 
is torment,” says John. “ He that feareth is not 
made perfect in love.” “ Perfect love casteth out 
fear.” Show me the man, who is driven toward 
heaven by the false fear of hell torments; and I 
will show youa man who walks backward in the 
road of his duty, and must fall. 

The scriptures uniformly asserts that “ the good- 
ness Of God leadeth to repentance ;” but this is a 
very different thing, as any one of ordinary under- 
standing must perceive ; from being driven to re- 
pentance by the fear of endless misery. Be assured, 
my friends, that ifthe goodness and love of God 
will not draw men to repentance and to heaven, 
they never can be driven there by the lashes of 
hell torments. 

We do object very much to the modern system 
of proselytism. He, whose mental vision is not 
more than half sighted, it appears to us, cannot a- 
void seeing the studied policy of the present reli- 
gious manveuvering inthe world. The doctrine ot 
the eternity of hell torments, in a future state of 
existence, Which we unequivocally say has no foun- 
dation in truth, and which never has been and ney- 
er can be proved, is hugged up as the most precious 
relic of christian faith. It is, we acknowledge, ad- 
mirably calculated to work upon the passions of 
weak and terror-stricken minds ; but it is prover- 
bial, that the proselytes which it makes among men 
of sense, of strong minds and understanding, are 
Sew, very few indeed. As an evidence of this, I in- 
vite you to look into the history of modern reforma 
tions, which every few years come before your ob- 
servation. What class and character of people are 
usually the subjects of this excitement; and what 
are the attainments of the instruments by which 
they are produced ? Are men of sober and moral 
lives—inen of penetration, reflection ; of general 
knowledge, reading and an acquaintance with hu- 
inan nature, the subjects of these excitements ? Do 
they usually originate under the preaching of men, 
whose lives have been lives of study—who have 
inquired well into the philosophy of the human 
mind, and who possess a good kuowledge of an- 
cient and modern literature ? So well are even 
many of the advocates of these excitements, con- 
vinced that this is seldom or never the case, that 
inany to this day are violently opposed to a worldly 
education. Colleges and universities have accord- 
ingly been called the schools of Satan. It is but a 
tew years, since [ saw this remarkable observation 
in one of the religious publications of our country. 
“ He who sends his son to the university, does but 
fit iim out with a coach and six to ride to hell in.” 

(Remainder in our nezt.) 
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FOR THE ennaecan INTELLIGENCER. 


7OSPEL DISSERTATION—No. 3. 


























“ Whosoever believeth that Jesus is the Christ, is 


Lorn of God.” 1 John v. 1. 


Among other interesting and important topics, 
‘le aged author of our text, dwells, in the Epistle 
from wiich it is selected, on the subject of faith 
and regeneration, He declares that all those are 
born of God, who believe that Jesus is the Christ, 
the Son of the true and living God. Our remarks 
therefore, will be directed to a consideration of the 
Jauth, and the new birth, above mentioned. 

A. Of belief in Christ. It is necessary to dis- 
tinguish, in this place, between a negative and a 
positive belief ; or, to speak more intelligibly, be- 
tween disbelieving many things, and really believ- 
ing one. ‘There are too many, it is to be feared, 
who account a denial of certain dogmas and ab- 
surdities, equal to an heartfelt assent to the truth. 
‘The following may serve the purposes of illustra- 
tion, 

1. A man holds forth the strange and inexpli- 
cable doctrine of total depravity, original sin, and 
the entire native inability of the creature, consis- 
tent with his infinite criminality. We declare our 
dissent, &c. but that is not certain evidence of ha- 
ving embraced the truth. Beeause an infidel and 
an Atheist might do the same, with the same pro- 
priety. 

%. ‘The professedly evangelical Divine insists on 
the indispensability of believing in a triune God, 
the eternal generation of the Son, and the death 
of this immortal being on Calvary, together with 
his resurrection from the dead, &c. But we revolt 
at the idea; it appears big with absurdity ; it can 
only be admitted by the surrender of our reason 
and judgment to the dominion of blind and unin- 
telligible credulity. No example can be introduced 
or language used, to explain that “ holy mystery,” 
as it is gravely called. And now, perhaps, the 
unbelievers in the above, may be ready to chal- 
lenge a right to the name, believer, in the Lord 
Jesus. But the claim is, as yet, disputed; for a 
Jew, or a Hindostan idolator, might be equally 
zealous in denying the same doctrine. 

3. Doa great proportion of christian protessors, 
hold to the necessity of believing in the endless 


tnisery ofa part of the human race, and some of 


them insist upon it with a zeal and ability worthy 
abetter cause? But we heartily refuse assent to 
that unmerciful doctrine. We reject it from prin- 
ciple and conscience; from principle, because the 
common feelings of humanity, (depraved, as It Is 
said to be) abhor the very idea of infinite, vindic- 
tive cruelty; from conscience, because we cannot, 
in the light of reason and revelation believe, that a 
Being of infinite perfection, would, or could, be- 
come the author of a dependent existence, which 
would eventuate in endless torture. And will it 
not be confidently asked, whether such unbelievers 
in error, are not genuine converts to the truth ? 
We answer; the inference is by no means conelu- 
sive, since a Philosophical Deist, would reason as 
accurately, and declare his dissent to the above 
tnhbulous aud proofless doctrine, as conscientiously, 
as those who may be supposed to speak, in the 
language we have used. 


But we wHl not fatigue you with the negative of 


the main point under discussion. A behef in 
‘hrist, consists, in a serious conviction of his di- 
vine mission and sonship. ‘The believer, not only 
assents with his whole heart to the apostolic decla- 
ration or profession, that “ Jesus is the Christ, the 
yon of the living God,” but he believes in such a 
canner to realize that Jesus is the Christ. 
Jesus signifies Seviour, and Christ implies anoint- 

tor mightv:; from which combination, “ Jesus 
-the Christ,” we learn that he is the powerful Sa- 
viour of sinners. We admit that the soul thus 
converted may be so transported in the contem- 
pintion of its own emancipation, as to exclaim, 
My Lord and Saviour.” without, for the time 


embracing the salvation of others. 


' > 


as 





But | 


when the young believer becomes prepared to rea- 
lize and admire the riches of that grace, by which 
his own immortality is secured, he will feel a soli- 
citude for the objects of his special regards and 
affection, and extending his desires for his fellow 


creatures, embrace, in idea, the eternal welfare of 


a world of intelligences. ‘the universality of faith 
is Sometimes instantaneous on a belief that Jesus 
is the Christ, and sometimes, but perhaps more 
commonly, progressive. Man has respect, first, te 
his own happiness, as saith the Poet, 

“* Seif-love, the spring of action, moves the soul, 

Reason’s comparing balance, rules the whole ; 

Man but for that, vo action could attend, 

And but for tA?s, were active to no end.” 

I]. 
the spirit of truth; he is born of God. That this 
is the scripture new birth or regeneration, admits 
of no more dispute than does the proposition, that 
there is but One only living and true God. It 
would seem, therefore, that the mighty question 


concerning the evidence which we must give of 


regeneration, might be more satisfactorily settled, 
than is commonly done, among professors. There 
is no necessity for examining into the particular 
views which were entertained prior to the conver- 
sion to the truth. 
an almost infinite variety of conjectures and exer- 
cises ; but those mental operations are matters of 
total indifference, when brought to bear on the 
question of regeneration. Let it be demonstrated 
of two men, who are now sober believers in, and 
advocates of the truth, that before the eyes of 
their understanding were enlightened, the one 
believed in the existence of a million gods, and the 
other, in none; ought that fact to operate at all to 
the discredit of either of them, as believers? No, 
by no means; for if they are genuine converts, 
they meet in the same truth now, however distant 
they were from each other, before their conversion. 
Here then, we detect one of those alarming mis- 
takes, which have been committed in judging on 
this subject. The religious inquisitor, is not satis- 
fied to tind his fellow professor, in the possession 
of a right temper and spirit, but he must know by 
what means or process he obtained the one thing 
needful. Yes, more; unless the person questioned 
is able to relate a scene of similar exercises, of 
poignant conviction, of insupportable dread, of 
momentary conversion, aud of subsequent alter- 
nate fear and hope, he is denounced as a dissem- 
bler and asuspicious professor. Could we devise 
a mean, to do away that unjust and unequal rule 
ofexamination, we might consider ourselves as 
having obtained a noble object. 

But the apostolic declaration in our text forever 
forecloses and precludes such uncertain means of 
testing a genuine conversion, as are too frequently 
used. ‘There seems tobe no room for diversity of 
opinion, or for altercation. Nothing can be con- 
sistently claimed by any one denomination, in 
preference to another. The expression is perfect- 
ly liberal & anti-sectarian. “ Whosoever believeth.” 
Nothing is here said of different names and sects ; 
it is, * whosoever beheveth that Jesus is the Christ, 
is boru of God.” Not a syllable is expressed con- 
cerning the prior exercise of the believer’s mind. 
No, whether he were a Gentile, a Jew, a Barba- 
rian, or a Scythian; whether he believed in one 
God or a thousand; whether he apprehended the 
silence of scheol or hades, or the fires and plagues 
of Gehenna and Tartarus, before the light of eter- 
nal truth shone on the mind, was a matter of en- 
tire indifference, with the beloved disciple, the 
aged servant of Christ, who wrote the passage 
under consideration. With him, a conversion to 


the Christian religion, Was tantamount to regene- | 


ration or a new-birth. ‘Io possess the faith which 
works by love and purifies the heart, was the same 
as to be born of God; because he that loveth is 
born of Him. 

Would to Heaven that this primitive badge of 
discipleship, this undeceptive insignia of the new 
creature in Christ, might be considered by all the 
professed family of Christ as the distinguishing 
evidence of having been born of the water and of 
the spirit, whereby all become the children of God. 

rifts. 


The believer in the Son of God, is born of 


The human mind is capable of 
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FOR THE CHRISTIAN INTELLIGENCER 


SCRIPTURAL COMPARISONS, 


Can any good thing come out of Nazareth 2” 
Johni. 46, 








Jesus compares himself, and is compared by oth. 
ers, to many things in nature, by which we may 
see his goodness. | : 
| _ He compares himself to bread ; by saying “J am 

the bread of life: the bread of God, which came 
down from heaven, of which if a man eat, he shai 
never die.” 

Bread is one principle support and comfort 0; 
our mortal life. So Jesus gives life, support and 
comfort to the world, to ail that believe in him. 

Jesus is compared to a vine ;_ by his saying, « | 
am the true vine, my father is the husbandman.” 
The vine produces the grape, from which the wine 
is pressed ; this our Saviour says is his blood, whic}; 
is drink indeed. Wine is cheering to the animal - 
so the blood, which is the life, or spirit of Chris; 
cheers the spiritual man. 

Christ is called a sun and star, to teach us the 
pleasantness of light. It isa pleasant thing for the 
eyes to behold the light. Whatbeauty, life or glo- 
ry would there be in this lower world without the 
light of the sun ? How pleasant to the seaman to 
behold the morning star, and the rising sun ? 

Christ is called a shepherd. In some countries, 
how useful to watch over and protect the sheep 
and lambs, where they are exposed to go astray 
upon the wild mountains among ravenous beasts ? 

Jesus is compared to the way in which we walk. 
How necessary? He says, “ fam the way.” We 
could not get along at all, if there was no way. 
Christ is the way of wisdom and peace and right- 
eousness and truth. 

Christ is called a rock. How important for a 
foundation to build our house upon ? 

He is the giver of the water of life, which springs 
up into eternal life. — 

He gives rest to the weary and heavy laden. 
What is sweeter to the laborer or traveller than 
rest ? 

He gives riches: He counsels us to buy of hin 
gold tried in the fire, that we may be rich. Riches 
we all wish to obtain. Jesus has “durable riclies.” 
And the riches which the moth will not corrupt, 
nor the thief break through and steal. 

Jesus has white raiment, which will prepare us to 
come before God without shame. How fond we 
are of rich and fine raiment. Jesus will help us to 
the robe of righteousness, and the garment of sul- 
vation. Many young people in particular, are 
pleased with ornaments. Jesus can give “ the or- 
uament of a meek and quiet spirit, which isa pear! 
of great price” in God’s sight. 

He is a teacher come from God. Who can so 
well teach our children that knowledge of God, 
which is eternal life ? He says, “ Suffer little chil- 
‘dren to come unto me, and forbid them not.” 

Jesus is called the Lamb of God. What crea- 
ture more innocent and useful. ‘The paschal lam), 
both fed and protected the people, when all the 
first-born of Egypt died. So the lamb feeds us, 
and protects us from the cold. Our tables are 
many times replenished with the delicious flesh; 
and our clothing, taken from the innocent lamb. 

From these various things in nature, so necess?- 
ry and comfortable for us, we learn something 
the “ good thing” which came from “ Nazareth. 

SEEK TRUTH. 
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SERMON, delivered before the Eastern As- 
A sociation of Universalists, at Wayne, July ¢ 
1225—Bv Rev. Syivanus Coss, of Waterville.— 
“ 4nd the times of this ignorance God winked at; bul 
now commandeth all men eaery where to repent: ot 
cause he hath appointed a day. in the which nad 
judge the world in righteousness, by that man U we 
‘he hath ordained, whereof he hath given assuran 

unto all men, in that he hath raised them from Lit 
dead.’”—Actsxvii. 30, 31 
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‘6 RARNESTLY CONTEND FOR THE FAITH.” 


FOR THE BAPTISTS IN MAINE. 

Most of our readers unquestionably recollect the 
severe article which we published in the fourth 
Vol. of this paper, No. 22, concerning one Ruel 
Lathrop, a Calvinist Baptist preacher. We are 
gorry to have occasion again to refer to his immoral 
and wicked conduct. This painful duty would not 
be encountered, were we not fully convinced that 
a sacred regard for the cause of truth renders its 
performance indispensable. 

We hope the following information and remar is, 
which are taken from the Hartford Inquirer, will 
fall into the hands of many of our Baptist oppo- 
sers and enemies. We say, opposers and enemies ; 
because there are many Baptists, unquestionably, 
who oppose our doctrine from a conviction of its 
dangerous tendency; but there are some, who are 
our personal enemies, without any just cause; 
who being sensible that no doctrine could make 
them worse, are fighting against that, which merci- 
fully proposes to make them better. It is extremely 
wounding to the tender feelings of the heart, to 
realize, that we are the objects of unfemitted cen- 
sure and obloquy, merely for dissenting from oth- 
ers in matter of opinion ; while their own brethren 
may “sin as with a cart-rope,” scarcely incurring 
severe reproof. 

BAPTIST IMMORALITY. 

“Tt appears from a publication in the Baptist 
Register, Utica, N. Y. that the Baptist Church at 
Lowville and Denmark, Lewis Co. have received 
Eider Ruel Lathrop, to their communion, notwith- 
standing they were acquainted with the fact, that 
he had been published in the Christian Watchman 
as aman of immoral character. But the account 
states, that since this Chureh received him, they 
ave been under the necessity of excluding him 
trom their fellowship, for intemperance and other 
vices, Which was done by and with the advice ofa 
eouncl. The Lowville and Denmark Church now 
caution the Churches against giving him counte- 
nance.” —Seeretary. 

Elder Lathrop’s conduct for a considerable time 
past has been most flagrantly iuconsistent with the 


character ofa christian minister, for he has been 


publicly convicted of intemperance, abuse of his 
oye, and general immorality, and yet the Baptists 


.n Lowville and Denmark, with a knowledge of all 


hese facts, received him to their communion. Had 
ne been a Universalist, and sustained a character 
pure as St. Paul’s, they would have expelled him 
rom their church with all imaginable zeal and 
promptitude, or refused to commune with a dan- 
serous and ruined heretic. But as he believed in 
‘he evangelical doctrine of eternal damnation, his 
faith covered a multitude of sins, and they were 
cisposed to receive him with open arms, thouch 
ie was black with crime, and hardened in trans- 
cression, and they knew the facts and evidence 
were before the public. When a class of profes- 
“ng christians set every precept of the gospel at 
‘eflanee by their misconduct and shamelessness, 
ey are excellently qualified to judge and condemn 
‘tiers, and to prate about the licentiousness of a 
faith, ies neither understand nor will examine. 


When the Ministerial Conference of the Woodstoc: 


rm 


Saplis Association bad convicted Elder Lethrop 





of general immorality, intemperance and abuse of his 
wife, they merely “announce to the churches of 
their denomination, that they are of opinion that 
he ought not to be received,nor countenanced in any 
wise as a minister of the gospel.” How mild, how 
clement they feel to the sinner ! 

When the Lowville and Denmark church ex- 
clude him from their communion “for intemper- 
ance and other vices,” they gently “caution the 
churches against giving him countenance.” What 
tenderness they cherish and express for this tn- 


penitent offender !—Rel. Inq. 


Doct. B. RUSH’S LETTER. 

We consider it important that the following Let- 
ter from the celebrated and pious Dr. Rusu, to the 
Rev. EvHanan Wincuester, should be as exten- 
sively laid before the public, as possible. Several 
anecdotes and other articles have recently appea- 
red in limitarian Journals, from which it is evident 
that, the managers of them have it in contempla- 
tion to lug that great and good man into their 
ranks, Let the friends of truly rational and liberal 
sentiments, cherish in their recollections the name 
of a brother, who was alike the ernament of intel- 
ligence, science, and religion. 

Philadelphia, November 12, 1791. 

Dear Sir,—Accept of my thanks for your long 
letter by the Pigou, and your valuable publica- 
tions which accompanied it. Your Letters to Mr. 
Taylor contain many new and striking ideas. 
Your Funeral Sermon for Mr. John Wesley does 
honor to the philanthropy of your universa if prin- 
ciples. I admire and honor that great man above 
any man that has lived since the time of the Apos- 
tles: his writings will ere long revive in support of 
our doctrine—fur if Christ died for all, as Mr. 
Wesley always taught, it will soon.appear a ne- 
cessary consequence that all shall be saved. But 
what shall I say to your fourth volume of Lectures 
on the Prophecies ? Accept of my thanks over and 
over, for the instruction and entertainment I have 
derived from reading them. ‘They are now in the 
hands of my dear friend, and old preceptor in me- 
dicine, Dr. Redman, who speaks in the highest 
terms of them, and calls you our Theological .Vew- 
ton. Goon, my dear Sir, with your researches 
into the true meaning of the Scriptures. Your 
works, however much neglected or opposed now, 
will be precious to those generations which are to 
follow us: and, like the bones of Elisha, will per- 
form miracles after your death. How delightful 
to a good man should be the thoughts of surviving 
himself! The persons who are to exist an hundre -d 
years hence are as much our fellow-creatures as 
those who are our cotemporaries. It only requires 
more grace to love them than the persons whom 
we see and converse with every day; but in pro- 
portion as we attain to this sublime act of love, we 
approach nearer to the Source of all Lowe—for he 
loves, and serves all the generations of his crea- 
tures with an equal afiection. 

I contemplate with you the progress of reason 
and liberty in Europe with great pleasure. Repub- 
lican forms of government are the best reposito- 
ries of the Gospel: I therefore suppose they are 
intended as preludes to a glorious manifestation of 
its power and influence upoa the hearts of men. 
The language of these free and equal governments 
seems to be like that of John the Baptist of old, 
“ Prepare ye the way of the Lord—make his paths 
strait.” The benevolent spirit which has lately 
appeared in the world, in its governments—in its. 
numerous philaetiropic and humane societies—and 
even in public entertainments, rernind me of the 
first efforts of a child to move its body or limbs. 
These efforts are strong, but irregular, and often in 
a contrary direction to that which is intended.— 
lime and a few unsuccessful experiments seon 
oring these motions into a proper direction. The 





kind, but irregular and convulsive impulses of the 
human heart. At present they lead men to adinire 
and celebrate human lights and human deliverers, 
but ere long, publie admiration and praise w ill 
rise to him who is the true light of the world, and 
who only delivers from evils of every kind. At 





‘| present we wish liberty to the whole world—but 


the next touch of the celestial magnet upon the 
human heart will direct it into wishes for the gal- 


vation of all mankind. 
BENJAMIN RUSIZ. 


Yours sincerely, 
FOR THE SELF-STILED ORTHODOX. 


The hue and ery is still continued in this place 
that Universalism leads to all manner of crimes : 





though a recent, painful occurrence in Dr, Payson’s 
Society, has had some tendency to stop the mouths 
of gain-sayers. We publish the following, tha: 
our readers and opposers may both see, that we 
are not the only one of the order, who treat instau 

ces of sutcide with delicacy and lenderness : 


In Chariton, Mass. on the 12th of July last, Mis. Ma 
garet Woods, consort of Mr. Wm. Woods of said tow: 
Her death was occasioned in the following manner- 
Some time in the night of the L2th of July, she arase, lett 
her husband in bed, and retired from the house; in the 
morning it was found she had committed suicide! She 
was found hanging in the barn suspended by a rope.- 
Mrs. Woods had ever evinced a sane mind and sound ix- 
tellect, and was considered by many as a pattern of pie- 
ty. She was a member of regular standing in the ortho- 
dox church in Charlton, aad was cousidered one of their 
brightest ornaments. It is not intended by this notice to 
wound the feelings of a numerous and respectable family, 
nor harrow up the keener sensibilities of the mind, but to 
correct a wrong impression, wkich the charifable protes- 
sors of orthodoxy have been endeavoring to diffuse among 
mankind, viz.“ that mone but Universalists, and people 
of no principles, were ever guilty of the crime of suicide.” 
Neither is it the intention of the writer of this notice to 
insinuate that Mrs. Woods, under the influence of the 
doctrine of the church to which she belonged, committed 
suicide ; no, charity forbids it. She livedin full fellow- 
ship with the Calvinistic church till the day of ber death, 
and though wrong in sentiment, her life was an ornament 
to christianity. Cc. 

Chariton, lug. Vth, 1825. 

(3? 4 subscription paper has been received from 
the * Executive Committee,” appointed by the East- 
ern Association, to publish “ Christian Visitants,” iz 
a pamphlet form, for gratuitous distribution. The 
Editor would be happy to receive and transmit such 
donations as our liberal friends may see proper to be- 
stow. nn 





lt is expected, by divine permission, that the 
Rev. Janez Woovman, of New-Gloucester, will 
officiate at the Universatist Church in this town, on 
the second and fourth sabbath in September. 








MARRIED 


In this town, Mr. William R. Cobb. to Miss Harriet, daugh- 
terof Capt. William Stevens. 

In Haverhill, Mr. Thomas H. Appleton, of this town, to 
Miss Fidelia ‘row, of Andover. 
2 mere 











DIED 


In this town, Vr. Charles Smith, aged 27—-Mrs. | Sarah Sar- 
gent, aged 55--Mr. Bela Sargent, aged 21—-A child of My. 
Parzillai Davis, aged 3 years—A child of Mr. A. H. Burgess— 
\ child of Mr. Joseph Cushing, aged 3 years—A child of Mr. 
fosiah P earson, aged 2 years—A child of Capt. Alexande: 
Hubbs, aged 6 years— A child of Mr. Charles Mason—A child 
of Mr Jol no Johnson—A child of Mr. Merrill—A son of Mr. 
lames Slater, aged 11 years. 

lin Waterville, Me. Rev. Tomas Barowinx, D. D. of Boston, 
aged 72 years 
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Books For Sale. 


| ee sale by JOHN GILBERT, at Meultonboreues, 
BUN. HI. * BaLerour’s Inquiry,” price $1; also, | 











same will happen, | have no doubt, to the present 


eply to Mr. Sabine, price 50 cts.: Kneeland’s Lecture 
yn Universal Benevolence, price 75 cts; the * Christian 
Intelligencer,” Vol. [V* half bound, for $1. 
A ‘so, for sale by JOSEPH BLIbH, Bath, Me. 
Kneeland’s Translation of the New-Testament, price 
1 50; also Knee 's Lectures, price 75 cts.; toget 
with a variety of Pamy at various prices 
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CHRISTIAN INTELLIGENCER. 
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From the Methodist Magazine. 
RELIGION. 
Spirit of bright expanded wing ! 
Brood o’er the chaos of my mind ; 
Hither immortal pleasures bring, 
And fil my soul with joy refined : 
Let uncreated light inspire, 
And wake to extacy my lyre. 


Come, and o’er thy minstrel breathe, 
And bring from thy perennial bow’r, 
The amaraath to form my wreath, 
That sweet and never fading flower ; 
Then sweep the cords with golden wing, 
While f immortal numbers sing. 


Faith saw thee by that fountain clear, 
Which issues from the throne above, 
Where mercy stoops our plaints to hear, 
Where flow those streams of sacred love ; 
The jasper skies irradiant shine, ” 
By the Celestial rays divine. 


The harp of Patmos sung for thee, 
When lo ! the prophet’s raptur’d soul 
Beheld, with joyful extacy, 
The bursting visions o’er him roll ; 
He sang and panted for the skies, 
. Lost to behold its grandeur rise. 


To thee, their pwans angels sung 
Before primeval light arose, 
Or drop’d a note from mortal tongue, 
Or blush’d in beauteous tints the rose ; 
‘Thy presence makes the bliss of heav’n 
The greatest joy to mortals given. 


In paradise thy charms were known, 
Where first the moraing stars appear’d, 
When light upon the orient shone, 
And the sweet vale of Eden cheer’d, 
The happy pair by thee were blest, 
In innoceuce divinely dress’d. 





~ Paiscellancous, 





FEMALE MASONRY. 

[The following singular Dream would not have 
been inserted, had not the PARENTS of the young 
dreamer, (who, by the way, is a person of stainless 
reputation,) asserted, that it was related, to their 
perfect recollection, ten years ago; and has since 
frequently been the subject of conversation. It 
will be particularly interesting to Female Musons.] 

A DREAM. 


It was a fine evening, but my spirits were some- 
what depressed, and I retired early to rest. After 
committing myself to Hlim, who is ever ready to 
hear all that put their trust in Him, I fell into™a 
sweet sleep. ‘There appeared a man with a beau- 
tiful countenance, who wished ime to follow him. 
I did ; and we passed through several rooms,when 
we came to adoor, where stood a man witha 
sword. He asked for a pass-word. My companion 
told me to say, “ Hope ;” which I did. We then 
entered the adjoining apartment. I was immedi- 
ately bound, and a bandage placed over my eyes. 
lle took off one of my shoes, put it down at the 
heel, and again put it onto my foot. He asked 
me, if l was afraid ; to which L answered, I was 
not. Hethen took me several times’ round the 
room; I heard a number of voices, at different 
times. Oneasked me what [ wanted. My guide 





wuispered me to answer, “ To be brought out of 


darkness into light, and to be made free.” 
Immediately | was unbound, the bandage _re- 
moved trom my eyes; when the room was so light 
{hat if was sometime before I could see clearly. It 
exceeded any thing tor brightness, that I ever be- 
held. I then felt something on my bosom, like the 
point ofa pin; and the first thing | saw was two 
swords, pointed at my breast. One was the sword 
of justice, the other of truth: so said my guide. 
The room I found was lit up with many lights. 
‘There was a large black ecotlin before me, into 
which lt was to'd to enter, and fear not. I knelt 
down init, with the swords still at my breast,when 
I was commanded to swear that | would not re- 





veal to any one, the things I had seca, or should 
see and hear. I took the oath—trembled much— 
but was told not to be afraid ; that no harm would 
happen to me, if my intentions were good: but if 
not, the sword of justice would overtake me. I 
was then conducted to a small room, but very 
iight ; where were standing seven large candle- 
sticks. ‘lhere was also an altar, on which was a 
bible. In one corner of the apartment was a lad- 
der. All above it resembled the clear blue sky. 
While a great number of masons were ascending 
and descending the ladder, my guide told me to 
look ; and I saw the appearance of a large Lye ; 
when he said, “ Behold the Allseeing Eye, the 
Searcher of hearts.” It instantly disappeared,when 
I saw coming down the ladder, a man clothed in 
white—his garments exceeded the snow tor white- 
ness—his hair was grey and hung in ringlets over 
his shoulders. He had a girdle round his waist— 
the sun shone around his head ; and directing me 
to follow him, he went towards the altar and com- 
manded me to kneel. ‘Then appeared a middle 
aged man, with a mallet in his hand, who struck me 
on the head, exclaiming, “As they smote our broth- 
er Hiram, so I smite thee.” Then, the one which 
had such a god-like appearance, said, “ Hold fast 
thine integrity.” Ife presented me with a rule and 
square. saying, “let these be emblematical of your 
profession ; walk by rule, and square your actions 
with all mankind. Keep within compass, and let 
faith, hope and charity be your support. Whenev- 
er you see a brother in distress, whoever he may 
be, or in whatever place. assist him, as far as lies 
within your power ; and let the widow and the or- 
phan be your care. Remember I am the Father 
over all.” He commanded me to take hold of his 
garment and swear by the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Ghost, that [ would do all that he iad re- 
quired of me. “ Be silent,” said he, “ and you shall 
know yet more.” If took the oath, and he ascended 
the ladder, all the company following him, till I 
was left alone with my former guide. J then as- 
cended it likewise, and beheld the funeral of a ma- 
son. ‘The concourse of people was too great to be 
numbered, and the place too spacious to be seen to 
the whole extent. our men were bearing the 
coffin ; they put it down in the midst, when a ma- 
son arose out of it and joined the procession. ‘hey 
were uniformly dressed, and their implements paint- 
ed on their aprons. 1 then tollowed my guide down 
the ladder, and awoke. ‘The room was perfuined 
With spices of various kinds, which appeared to re- 
main some time after I awoke. I was much fright- 
ened—arose und ran into my parent’s chamber, to 
get a light ; thinking there must be some one in 
my ownchamber. I told this dream to my parents 
the next morning, which is now ten years since ; 
and it is still, as clearly impressed on my memory, 
as it was at the time I first related it. Perhaps, if 
I had remained silent, I might have seen greater 
wonders; but as I was sensible it was only a 
dream, I did not feel bound by my sleeping oaths : 
and besides, it proves the truth of the old saying, “4 
woman cannot KEEP A SECRET.” PHEBE. 





FOR THE CHRISTIAN INTELLIGENCER. 


THE CHRISTIAN VISIVANT. 

It was with much satisfaction I noticed in the 
6th No. of your valuable paper,—Proposals for pub- 
lishing in “A Pamphlet Form,” short and well- 
written expositions of the Doctrine of Universal 
Salyation. I think the measure well calculated to 
obviate the deleterious effects of orthodox poison, 
heretofore and still operating upon the minds of 
“the unregenerate,” through the vehicle of tracts, 
and other idle stories, fabricated by sanctimonious 
hypocrites. The want of something of the kind 
has long been felt and lamented by the believers in 
the Abrahamic Faith; particularly so, by those 
who are located in places destitute of a revealed 
gospel—where an epidemic, by some called revi- 
vals, out-pourings, awakenings, hopeful stirs, &c. 
frequently rages to an alarming degree, to the an- 
nihilation of both social and domestic harmony : 
the hideous din of discordant sounds with which 
the sober part of the community are at such times 
annoyed, renders the ancient uproar of the Reli- 








gionists at Ephesus, by comparison with what js 
witnessed, a peaceable assembly, an orderly Qua- 
ker meeting. The well known talents of ‘the re- 
spectable gentlemen selected for the work, not 
only encourages an hope that the Proposals wij] 
be promptly met by a liberal patronage, but alao 
warrants an. expectation, that when written, they 
may be productive of much good to the present 
and rising generation. May we not with confi- 
dence employ those means with which heaven has 
favored us, to bring about that blessed period 
when the mild influence of the gospel of peace 
will exterminate Calvinistic error, and confer a 
greater blessing upon the minds of men, than vac- 
cination has proved to their bodies, by quieting 
those troubled waters, which are continually cast. 
ing up mire and dirt; and by diverting the course 
of Arminian streams, often unnaturally uniting 
with their opposite? May all, who have been 
brought out of nature’s darkness, in which they 
groped their way before they were educated in 
the school of Christ, unite their efforts in dissemi- 
nating the Doctrine of Life and Immortality as 
taught in the Scriptures—not with the vain expec- 
tation that their dollars and cents can alter the 
decrees of heaven, er frustrate the purpose of eter- 
nal wisdom, or save from “ infinite misery” a single 
soul, whom Deity decreed should, or foreknew 
would, be eternally miserable—ner hope for their 
good works such great rewards as a celebrated 
Calvinistic D. D. has conferred upon his rich bene- 
factor; in return for whose dollars, his Holiness 
has, in the plenitude of his power, superceded 
“the third person in the ‘Trinity,” and placed his 
dead Saint, next, after God and the Redeemer, to 
receive the adoration of “All Millions”—but rather 
persevere in humble confidence that their best 
endeavors to promote the spread of the everlasting 
gospel, will be blessed to themselves and others,— 
and that in due time, if we continue in the way of 
well doing, we shall reap the peaceable fruits of 
righteousness. May every Universalist “appear in 
his own proper character,” “the determined” friend 
“of Christ,” “resolved never to rest till he, has 
driven” the man of sin (now sitting in the Temple 
of God) from the earth. FRANKFOR I. 





FOR THE CHRISTIAN INTE LIGENCER, 


PREVALENCE OF TRUTH, 
Mr. Envrror—Presuming you will rejoice to hear 





of the increase of truth, in any section of our Lord’s’ 


heritage, [ take this opportunity to inform you, 
that having spent the last winter in Foxcroft and 
Dover, I am persuaded there is a goodly number 
in those places, that are anxious to hear the good 
word of life. ‘they are now favored with preach- 
ing a fourth part of the time, and there is a flatter- 
ing prospect of their being able to support a 
preacher, in future, one half of the time. The 
cause of truth is rapidly spreading in various sec- 
tions of our country, and many are daily coming 
forward, professing a belief in the Saviour of all 
men. ‘here are a few in this place, who are so 
liberal in their faith, as to feel a strong desire to 
hear an able and pious preacher of the restitution 
of all things; and I am persuaded that, if the 
friends of truth in Wales, Greene, Lewiston and 
Lisbon, would unite and organize themselves into 
regular Societies, they might support a useful! 
preacher, the whole time, without embarrassment. 
I hope these lines may serve as an intimation to 
them of their duty; and that they may soon arise 
and let their light shine. L. 
Wales, June 28, 1825. 





(¢P NOTICE. : 
Owing to the inconvenience attending the collection 0 
small dues, widely scattered over the country, we have 
concluded to aller the conpitTi1ons of the * Chistian 
Jutelligencer;” by which, the Subscriber and the Editor, 
may be mutually accommodated. Therefore, for ONE 
poLuar, IN ADVANCE, (postage of letters paid by 
he Editor,) the “INTELLIGENCER” shall be forwardec, 
according to directions, for one yeur. . , 
The Agent who shall procure FIVE Subscribers, 4° 
pay in advance, shall be entitled to one volume gratis. 
aud so in proportion for a greater number. 
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